Kampala Declaration
on Disability and HIV & AIDS
PREAMBLE:
We, the participants of the Second Meeting of the Africa Campaign on Disability and HIV&AIDS
representing Disabled People’s Organizations (DPOs), Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs)
working with and for persons with disabilities, Funding and Development Agencies from 21 African
countries and representatives from other parts of the world, a meeting hosted by the National Union of
Disabled Persons of Uganda (NUDIPU) in conjunction with the Government of Uganda, with support
from Handicap International and the African Decade Secretariat, in Kampala, Uganda, March 11-13,
2008;
NOTING the fact that the incidence of HIV is disproportionately high among groups that are excluded
socially, culturally and economically, including persons with disabilities, and that these groups are
disregarded in a majority of national and international HIV/AIDS programming initiatives in Africa.
Further noting the importance of mainstreaming disability issues in relevant strategies to achieve
sustainable development;
RECOGNIZING that national, regional, continental and international instruments on human rights, such
as the United Nations Human Rights Bill and the International Covenants on Human Rights, have
proclaimed and agreed that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in these
instruments, without distinction of any kind. Further recognizing the principles and objectives of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2006, the Declaration of
Commitment on HIV/AIDS – adopted at the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS in
2001 and the Millennium Development Goals (MDG);
CONSIDERING that despite these various instruments and undertakings to which many United Nations
member states are signatories, persons with disabilities continue to face barriers in their participation as
equal members of society and violations of their human rights in all parts of the world, including Africa.
Persons with disabilities should have the opportunity to be actively involved in decision-making
processes about policies and programmes, including those directly concerning them; and the
importance of accessibility to the physical, social, economic and cultural environment, to health and
education and to information and communication in enabling persons with disabilities to fully enjoy all
human rights and fundamental freedoms. Further considering the fact that children and women with
disabilities are often at greater risk, both within and outside the home, of violence, injury or abuse,
neglect, maltreatment or exploitation;
We call on all African Governments to include disability in its diversity as a crosscutting issue in ALL
poverty reduction strategies.
Mindful of the above preamble, the signatories to the Kampala Declaration on Disability and HIV & AIDS
make the following call that:

African Governments shall ensure that:
 National AIDS strategic plans recognize persons with disabilities as vulnerable to the impact of
HIV and AIDS as well as valuable contributors in the response to HIV/AIDS.


National HIV/AIDS monitoring and evaluation systems and the existing population surveillance
systems include disability specific and disaggregated indicators to be used for planning and
programming purposes;



The National HIV/AIDS Commissions/Councils include active representation of persons with
disabilities;



Information Education Communication (IEC) strategies at all levels ensure provision for IEC
which is accessible to persons with intellectual, mental, physical and sensory disabilities;



HIV/AIDS is recognized as a cause of disability.

HIV/AIDS prevention specialists and service providers shall:
 Develop targeted prevention messages and methods that are disability-specific, genderspecific, age-specific and adapted to local language and cultural variations;


Equip all HIV/AIDS care and support service centres to provide comprehensive information and
confidential counselling to persons with intellectual, mental, physical and sensory disabilities;



Provide equal opportunity to persons with disabilities to train for and engage in counselling and
care provision (i.e. Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT), Preventing Mother to Child
Transmission (PMTCT) and adherence counsellors, and home based care providers;



Associations of people living with HIV and AIDS recognise the rights of persons with disabilities
living with HIV and AIDS to ‘access for all’ and provide greater involvement of persons with
disabilities in the issues that affect them.

African Union AIDS portfolio and Africa AIDS Watch shall:
 Ensure that their strategies, programmes and monitoring systems include disability in its diversity as
a cross-cutting issue.
UNAIDS and its composite UN agencies—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, ILO,
UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—shall:
 Recognise disability in its diversity as a cross-cutting issue in all HIV/AIDS policies, guidelines
and programmes;


Ensure that their monitoring mechanisms track the involvement of persons with disabilities as
planners, implementers as well as beneficiaries of HIV/AIDS programmes.

Funding Agencies shall:
 Ensure that their funding requirements include both disability and HIV/AIDS as cross cutting
issues;


Provide all key documents related to funding opportunities in formats that are accessible to
persons with different types of disabilities;



Ensure that their monitoring mechanisms track the involvement of persons with disabilities in
planning and implementation as well as beneficiaries of recipient programmes;

Independent research agencies and academic institutions shall:
 Include disability and HIV/AIDS as a priority area for research;


Include disability issues in protocols for designing research programmes;



Ensure that research methods capture data that is disability-specific, gender-specific, agespecific and adapted to local language and cultural variations;



Ensure that persons with disabilities are included as researchers, not only respondents or
subjects.

Disabled People’s Organisations shall:
 Seek accreditation for civil society representation at the UNGASS through UNAIDS;


Provide/give input into HIV/AIDS country reports through governments;



Solicit the Civil Society Task Force for the High Level HIV/AIDS Meetings for membership and
active participation;



Implement measures for the protection and promotion of the rights, needs, confidentiality and
dignity of persons with disabilities living with HIV and AIDS;



Raise awareness among persons with disabilities and build HIV/AIDS into their regular
programmes;



Avail human resources/disability experts to support the HIV/AIDS response for disabled and
non-disabled people at all levels.

